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PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


In cooperation with the Department of Rural Work 
of the Congregational Home Missionary Society, the 
Pilgrim Press is now offering a very significant col- 
lection of books under the title Taz PrLGrim CouNTRY 
LirE Book SHELF. These books have been chosen 
for their practical application to the problems of 
rural life today and represent the experiences and ob- 
servations of experts in this field. They are not books 
which are to be read and then thrown aside. Rather 
are they books for constant reference and use. Their 
outstanding purpose is to give the country minister a 
working library. The following volumes are included: 


Rural Life, by C. J. Galpin 

Our Rural Heritage, by J. M. Williams 

The Little Town, by H. Paul Douglass 

The Evolution of the Country Community, by War- 
ren H. Wilson 

The Farmer and His Community, by Dwight San- 
derson 

The Rural Church Serving the Community, by Edwin 
L. Earp 

Country Community Education, Reports of the 
American Country Life Association 

The Story of John Frederick Oberlin, by A. F. Beard 

Woman on the Farm, by Mary Atkinson 

The Holy Earth, by L. H. Bailey 

Marketing Agricultural Products, by B. H. Hibbard 

Modern Use of the Bible, by Harry E. Fosdick 

Jesus of History, by J. R. Glover 


Purchasers of THE Pitcrim Country Lire Book 
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SHELF may already have some of the books listed. 
In that case substitutes can be selected from the 
following: 


Churches of Distinction in Town and Country, 
edited by Edmund deS. Brunner 

Tested Methods in Town and Country Churches, 
edited by Edmund deS. Brunner 

Surveying Your Own Community (in preparation), 
edited by Edmund deS. Brunner 

Community Survey in Relation to Church Efficiency, 
by Charles E. Carroll 

Educational Resources of Village and Rural Com- 
munities, by Joseph K. Hart 

Introduction to Rural Sociology, by Paul L. Vogt 

The Rural Home, Report of the American Country 
Life Association 

Farm Management, by G. F. Warren 

Planning Church Buildings, by H. E. Tralle 

The Farmer’s Church, by Warren H. Wilson 

Introduction to Agricultural Economics, by L. C. 


Gray 

Syrian Christ, by Abraham Rihbany 

Social Aspects of Farmers’ Cooperative Marketing, 
by Benson Y. Landis 


But to make this library still more useful to the 
minister of the country church, the Pilgrim Press is 
offering a series of study outlines for eight of the 
volumes. Thus it becomes possible for the minister 
to build up an organized, systematic discussion of the 
more important problems of country life and he has 
close at hand a supply of reliable source material. 
The outlines may be used in young people’s, men’s, or 
women’s discussion groups. The following outlines 
are now ready: 

Number 1, prepared by C. R. Hoffer. Based on 

Rural Life, by C. J. Galpin 
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Number 2, prepared by H. Paul Douglass and based 
on his book, The Little Town 

Number 3, prepared by Warren H. Wilson and based 
on his book, The Evolution of the Country Com- 
munity 

Number 4, prepared by J. M. Williams and based on 
his book, Our Rural Heritage 

Number 5, prepared by Marjorie Patten. Based on 
the two volumes, Churches of Distinction in Town 
and Country and Tested Methods in Town and 
Country Churches, edited by Edmund deS. Brun- 
ner 

Number 6, prepared by Edwin L. Earp and based on 
his book, The Rural Church Serving the Com- 
munity 

Number 7, prepared by Lee Emerson Deets. Based 
on Country Community Education — Reports of 
the American Country Life Association 

Number 8, prepared by Ralph Felton and based on 
his book, Serving the Neighborhood 


A Study Outline on 


THE RURAL CHURCH SERVING THE 


COMMUNITY 


Session I 
COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP 


READ CHAPTER ONE 


1. 


Ve 


3: 


Why do we need to emphasize spiritual leadership 
in the open country? 

What is the meaning of the Smith-Lever Act with 
reference to community leadership? 

What is the significance of spiritual leadership for 
the class consciousness of farmer folk? 


. What significance has the shifting of rural popula- 


tions to the problem of home missions in the rural 
field? 


. Where is the spiritual leadership for the rural field 


to come from? 
Discuss the matter of leadership in your own com- 


munity. Is it adequate? Is there sufficient latent 
ability to solve local problems? What more might 
be done to discover, train and utilize local leadership? 


Session II 


THE RURAL SOCIAL SURVEY 


READ CHAPTER Two 


1. 


2. 


How would you proceed to make a social survey of 
a rural community? 


What should such a survey include? 
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3. What should the charting of the facts represent? 
4. How can the program of work indicated be carried 
out? 

Discuss the need of a survey in your community. 
Has one ever been made? Is the community program 
based on its findings? Have ministers and churches a 
real plan and program? Are both making a real im- 
pact upon the community as a whole? 


Session III 


READ CHAPTER THREE 

1. What constitutes a destructive force? 

2. What are the destructive forces in the average 
rural community? 

3. How can isolation, individualism, lack of acquaint- 
ance be overcome? 

4. What constitutes waste of potential leadership in 
the country? 

5. What are the evils, and the possible good elements, 
in tenantry? 

Discuss and catalogue the destructive forces, agen- 
cies, and institutions of your own community. What 
is being done to remedy evil conditions and to aug- 
ment the good? Is the local community developing 
and using its own institutions? What are the condi- 
tions of farm ownership about you? Trace local 
effects. 

Session IV 


ECONOMIC PROSPERITY THE BASIS OF 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
READ CHAPTER FouR 
1. Name the primary, or fundamental economic fac- 
tors in rural life. 
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2. What are the three secondary economic factors? 
3. What are the psychological factors? 

Discuss the soil conditions around your com- 
munity, the farm labor conditions, financial conditions 
among the local farmers. Get the facts. What 
local industries are there in connection with the 
farms? What are possibilities in those directions? 
What are the evidences of cooperation and teamplay? 
How about religious cooperation? 


Session V 


THE RURAL CHURCH SERVING THE 
COMMUNITY 


READ CHAPTER FIVE 


1. Why are we focussing our attention today upon the 
rural life of the nation? 

2. How can the church become an attractive force in 
the community? 

3. How a saving agency? 

4, What does the plan of a community serving church 
involve? 

5. State its value as a socializing agency. 

6. How can the plan be worked? 

Discuss the real service being rendered your com- 
munity by the churches. Are they actually giving 
value for value? How far out is religion reaching 
into the country as compared with commercial 
agencies? Discuss the ‘‘trade-zone”’ idea as the defi- 
nition of “‘the community.’’ Work out a community 
plan for serving such an area. 


Session VI 


OVERHEAD ORGANIZATION OF 
THE COUNTRY CHURCH 


READ CHAPTER SIX 


il 


2. 


3. 


lon 


State five reasons for cooperative overhead inter- 
vention in the rural field. 

What is a first requisite for the administrative 
boards of home missions in the rural field? 

Show how this might be done cooperatively by the 
leading denominational boards. 


. What analogy have we from the boards of foreign 


missions? 


. What is meant by a “pious pork barrel policy” and 


by an “ecclesiastical twilight zone’’? 


. What ideas should be adopted in a cooperative 


policy for the old fields where competition or stag- 
nation is prevalent? 
Discuss competition and overlapping of religious 


effort as they exist around you. Can you discover 
such things in business? What cooperative enter- 
prises exist in the community? How far religiously? 
Place blame exactly and honestly. How about your- 
self? 


Session VII 
TRAINING OF RURAL MINISTERS 


READ CHAPTER SEVEN 


1. 


2. 
3. 


How are rural ministers classified with methods of 
training them? 

What are the methods of training for each group? 
How could graduate fellowships be used in rural 
church fields? 


- What should the training of ministers include? 
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5. What must the rural minister have today in addi- 
tion to his theological training? 

Discuss the general fitness of the rural clergy and 
its efficiency in a constructive manner. Find out the 
number of ministers in your denomination who are 
college-seminary men. What is your church doing 
to help and encourage your minister to attend con- 
ferences, summer schools, etc.? Is his salary sufficient 
for him to buy books? 


Session VIII 
TEAMWORK FOR THE RURAL COMMUNITY 


READ CHAPTER EIGHT 

1. What is the difference between teamwork in the 
community and for the community? 

2. What are the essentials of team organization? 

3. What is meant by theological extension? 

4. Give some examples of teamwork for the com- 
munity. 

5. Name some specific tasks for teamwork. 

Discuss the tendencies in modern business in re- 
gard to teamplay. Consider the various expressions 
of games and sport such as ‘‘teamplay,” ‘‘a sacrifice 
hit,” “the star player,’ “boost for the team,” etc., 
and show their application. How far is your town 
interested in a region as well as itself? Does it do for 
the outlying farmers, or does it do them? How? 


Session IX . 
LOCAL RURAL INSTITUTIONS AND THEIR 
RESPONSIBILITY 
READ CHAPTER NINE 
1. When does any organization in the community for- 
feit its right to be called a community organization? 
A1 


. Describe a neighborhood. 

. Describe a community. 

. When is a community sociological? 

Name two general classes of rural institutions. 

. What is the social function of the rural home: the 

rural school: the rural church? 

7. What is the chief service of the Christian Associa- 
tions in rural life? 

8. What does the social function of farmers’ clubs 
and like organizations include? 

9. When is class consciousness a good shing: when a 
bad thing? 

Discuss the real service — real — rendered by the 
various community institutions. How far is the im- 
pact of the church felt by every man, woman and child 
in the community? Is it the last institution anyone 
would desire to have leave the community? How 
far are other agencies taking over the things that 
parents and the home should do for their own chil- 
dren? 


AnPRwWhd 


Session X 
NEXT STEP IN RURAL LIFE MOVEMENT 


READ CHAPTER TEN 

. Why does constructive social change come slowly? 

. Name three phases of the Rural Life Movement. 

. What is the next step? 

. Name the caief planks for our footing. 

How can we take this next step? 

Discuss the real differences between the community 

life around you today and yesterday. Show good and 

evil tendencies in the trend. In how far is good man- 

agership shown in the community, farm life, the 
12 
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church? Make a study of how far the planks for our 
footing are being used about you. The farm problem 
has been getting crops from the soil, converting those 
crops into dividends; how far has farming advanced 
in the conception of the next most essential step — 
of converting those dividends into spiritual values — 
getting things most worth while? 


Session XI 


CONSERVATION OF BOY LIFE IN THE 
COMMUNITY 


READ CHAPTER ELEVEN 


1. Name items calling for conservation in the list of 
national resources. 

2. Why is the conservation of boy life of the country- 
side important? 

3. What are the four currents of desire in the boy’s 
make up? 

4. What traits of character must the boy acquire to 
become a citizen of the greatest value? 

5. Name the chief factors in the conservation of boy 
life. 

6. Name the provisional measures in conservation of 

- boy life in the open country. 

7. What must the church be and do in this matter of 
conservation? 

Discuss boy life as it exists in your community. 
Is it on the up or down grade — why? What part 
has the church in its program for boys and girls? 
What is a religio-social program? In how far has 
your church one? A community-house program and 
plant? What is meant by “expressional activities” 
in religious training of boys? 

13 


Session XII 


READ CHAPTER TWELVE 

1. What has been achieved in the Rural Life Move- 
ment? 

2. State where we need to stress our rural activities in 
the next decade. 

3. Name four good books on each of the following sub- 
jects: the Rural Church, the Rural School, Rural 

Economics, and Sociology. 

Discuss the Rural Life Movement as it is on today. 
Get a copy of the Roosevelt Country Life Commission 
Report. (Your denominational press will get it for 
you.) Find out what the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture can tell you in these lines. Write your State 
Agricultural College for material. Make a study of 
the 1925 State Compendium of your State — U. S. 
Census. 15 cents. Government Printing Office, 


Washington. 


Nore. The above questions were furnished by 
Professor Earp as those used in class reviews based 
on his book. They were arranged as above, and 
the discussion suggestions added, by Malcolm 
Dana, D.D., of the Dept. of Rural Work, Congre- 
gational Home Missionary Society. 
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